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I must admit | was not fa-
miliar with the lyrics to OSmellsLike
Queer SpiritOby the PansyDivision or
ORecruitingChy the Skinjobs. | wasnOt
even familiar with these bands. | felt
guilty after | started reading this book
D amust read for everyone,evenif you
donOtike the kind of music being dis-
cussed.

OHomocore: The Loud and
RaucousRise of Queer Rock(s a piece
of queer history.

David Ciminelli and Ken
Knox have written avery enlightening
book about queer music. It is broken
down into chaptersabout eachband or
person whoOshad an inRuence on the
homocore scene. There are song lyr-
ics and some pictures scattered within
the middle of the book. It would have
beennice to seemore pictures, though
they have an amazing section at the
end of the book with websites for the
artists, music festivals and record la-
bels in support of these artists.

The term OhomocoreCarose
during the mid 19800sMembers of
a band called Fifth Column joked
about a queer rock community that
didnOtexist. Bruce LaBruce, one of the
members of Fifth Column, had a fan-
zine called OThe).D.Os.® was geared
toward gay punks. A lot of the bands
featured in this book are basedon or
started out as being punk.

Punk seems like the appro-
priate bt because of the electrically
charged nature of punk music, which
always tends to be about politics, cul-
ture and being who you are no matter
what anyone else thinks.

A lot of the bands or peoplein
the book have had commercial success
like Pansy Division who opened for
Green Day and Alicia Warrington, the
drummer for Kelly Osbourne. As you
read their stories, it is really about the
music and singing about things that
matter to them. There are some truly
amazing stories in the book along with
some funny song lyrics.

The interview with Brian
Grillo, one of the true leaders of this
movement, is astonishing. They also
interview Bob Mould of Husker Du.
Theseguystruly chronicle some good
music and the artists that made it over
the last twenty years.

Where will homocore music
go from here? With bands like Triple
Creme, Terazzo and the Scissor Sis-
ters on the scene,homocore just might
make the Rolling Stone one day.
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KIFF: You CanOt Keep it Down

review by Havis

In 2003, Chris (Kiffy Gallagher walked away from
an impressive career in business and politics, and
sat down to write some music. In less than a year
heOd written, arranged, and produced OWill and
Surrender.0 Though it was his brst attempt at writ -
ing pop songs, it was instantly clear that he had a
gift. OWill and SurrenderO was a top seller at CD-
baby.com for months, and the single, OWide OpenO
charted on GaragebandOs top 20, all-time, for best
male vocals and best love song, out of more than
17,000 in Pop Rock.

Before long, Kiff was getting attention in his home -
town of San Francisco. Over the next year, he
played to crowds in the Bay Area (Independent,

SlimOs, CafZ du Nord, Sweetwater), NY (Makor,
Bitter End) and LA (Hotel CafZ, Temple Bar). With

!Oraspy smoothO vocals, evocative songs and a char -

N

ismatic stage presence, Kiff headlined sold-out
shows and opened for acts as diverse as Gavin De-
Graw, Aqualung and Maktub.

KiffOs sound has been described as, OMaroon 5 with

a dose of Stevie Wonder,0 but Kiff is a wonder all
on his own. OYou CanOtKeep it DownO translates

to you canOtPUT it down. Kiff is a Bay Area gem
who combines soulful vocals with melodic, driv -
ing songwriting, which makes this newest effort a
must buy!

Highlights:
BodyO

ONowO, OStarting Line®, and OYour

You can catch Kiff live, January 21 at The Indepen -
dent, 628 Divisadero St., San Francisco.
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